
2021- 2022 Syllabus

AP Human Geography

Mrs. Richards

My Welcome:  Welcome to AP Human Geography! It is my distinct pleasure to be your instructor this semester! This 

course will provide you with the tools to help you be successful in high school, college and after. Take this course 

seriously because it could be one of the most important courses you take throughout your academic career. One of my 

goals this semester is to help you feel confident as you embark upon the rest of your studies. I will guide you, cheer for 

you, coach you, and hold you accountable. This class as well as your other courses will require time management. 

Course Description: AP Human Geography blends written, oral, and graphic communication in a career-based 

environment. Careers in the global economy require individuals to be creative and have a strong background in 

computer and technology applications, a strong and solid academic foundation, and a proficiency in professional oral 

and written communication. Within this context, students will be expected to develop and expand the ability to write, 

read, edit, speak, listen, apply software applications, manipulate computer graphics, and conduct Internet research.

Course Objective: I hope to increase your appreciation of reading and writing by exposing you to as much diverse texts 

as possible. I want you to leave this class feeling confident about your academic abilities and to truly enjoy reading and 

writing. By the end of this course, you will be able to: 

 Monitor your comprehension and utilize reading strategies that help increase your individual comprehension.

 Write academically and be able to express your thoughts by engaging in academic discourse with your peers.

 Develop strong study skills that will help you be successful in the classroom. 

 Analyze characteristics of effective goals and create personal goals for your education and future career. 

 Strengthen your research and writing skills through reasoning, intellectual curiosity, and the use of technology.

 Increase problem solving skills to find effective and actionable solutions. 

Contact Information:

Preferred Mode of Communication:  TEAMS Chat or Email 

Email: anitsch@houstonisd.org

Web Address: 

Room: 201

Materials:

 HISD issued laptop and charger

 1 composition notebook

 Pencil/Pen

Grade Weight and Grading Scale:

Formative- 60% (Daily Grades, Quizzes, Homework)

Summative- 40% (Projects, Tests, Essays)

(A=100-90) (B=89-80) (C=79-75) (D=74-70) (F=69-0)
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Honor Code:  East Early College High School embodies a spirit of mutual trust and intellectual honesty that is central to 

the very nature of learning and represents the highest possible expression of shared values among the members of the 

school community. The core values underlying and reflected in the Honor Code are:

 Academic honesty is demonstrated by students when the ideas and the writing of others are properly cited; 

students submit their own work for tests and assignments without unauthorized assistance; students do not 

provide unauthorized assistance to others; and students report their research or accomplishments accurately

 Respect for others and the learning process to demonstrate academic honesty

 Trust in others to act with academic honesty as a positive community-building force in the school

 Responsibility is recognized by all to demonstrate their best effort to prepare and complete academic tasks

 Fairness and equity are demonstrated so that every student can experience an academic environment that is 

free from the injustices caused by any form of intellectual dishonesty

 Integrity of all members of the school community as demonstrated by a commitment to academic honesty and 

support of our quest for authentic learning.

Policy on Electronic Devices: Once students enter classroom, all electronic devices should be silenced and put away such 

that they are not visible. These include cell phones, headphones, ear buds, etc. Students may only use electronic devices 

if authorized by teacher.  Teachers may use electronic devices for instruction purposes at their discretion.

Make Up and Late Work: Homework and daily class work will not be given full credit, if accepted late. 15 points off for 3 

days (even if it is a B day) and 30 points off after that.
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Student Success: Expect to spend at least twice as many hours per week outside of class as you do in class studying the 

course content. Additional time will be required for written assignments. The assignments provided will help you use 

your study hours wisely. Successful completion of this course requires a combination of the following: 

 Reading the textbook
 Attending class in person and/or online
 Completing assignments  
 Participating in class activities

There is no short cut for success in this course; it requires reading (and probably re-reading) and studying the material 

using the course objectives as a guide.

As your teacher, it is my responsibility to:

 Provide the grading scale and detailed grading formula explaining how student grades are to be derived

 Facilitate an effective learning environment through learner-centered instructional techniques

 Provide a description of any special projects or assignments

 Inform students of policies such as attendance, withdrawal, tardiness, and making up assignments

 Provide the course outline and class calendar that will include a description of any special projects or 

assignments

 Arrange to meet with individual students before and after class as required

As a student, it is your responsibility to:

 Attend class on time

 Participate actively by reviewing course material, interacting with classmates, and responding promptly in your 

communication with me

 Read and comprehend the textbook

 Complete the required assignments and exams

 Ask for help when there is a question or problem

 Keep copies of all paperwork, including this syllabus, handouts, and all assignments

 Attain a raw score of at least 50% on the departmental final exam
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AP Human Geography
Scope and Sequence

2020-2021
Instructor: Andrea Nitsch Richards
Email: anitsch@houstonisd.org or anitsch@gmail.com

Supplies:

1 SPIRAL notebook (NOT a composition book)
Dedicated Notebook (may be a composition book or a binder) to take notes
Binder or folder for handouts

Introduction:

Human Geography deals with issues such as population, culture, economic development, politics and 
urbanization. We can better understand the world that we live in and circumstances that affect all of the world’s 
citizens by analyzing these facets of society. Ultimately, the study of Human Geography helps us better 
understand the complex issues in today’s world.

Goals:
The College Board sets fourth that upon completion of the AP Human Geography course, students should be 
able to complete the following five tasks:

1. Use and think about maps and spatial data sets: This goal is achieved when students learn to use 
maps and spatial data to pose and solve problems.

2. Understand and interpret the implications of associations among phenomena in place: Students 
are able to understand how tastes, values, political regulations, and economic constraints work together 
to create particular types of cultural landscapes.

3. Recognize and interpret at different scales the relationships among patterns and processes: 
Students should know how to look to process operations on multiple scales when seeking explanations 
of geographic patterns and arrangements (e.g. the local, the regional, the national or the global scale).

4. Define regions and evaluate the regionlization process: Students should be able to move beyond just 
locating and describing regions to considering how and why they came into being.

5. Characterize and analyze changing interconnections among places: Students should learn to view 
places and patterns not in isolation but in terms of their spatial and functional relationships with other 
places and patterns.
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Unit 12- Industry and Services
The Industrial Revolution and Its Lasting Effects

1. Where did the Industrial Revolution begin?
2. Where are the major industrial belts?
3. What is the service economy?
4. How does the service economy affect work training?

Unit 12 Test

Unit 13- The Human Environment
Changes in the Earth’s Environment

1. How has the Earth changed over time?
2. What impact have humans had on Earth?
3. What is climate change?
4. How are we attempting to mitigate climate change?

Unit 13 Test

Unit 14- Globalization
The Macro and Micro effects of Globalization

1. What is globalization?
2. How has the Information Technology sector contributed to globalization?
3. How have identities changed in the global environment??

Unit 14 Test
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Assessments and Projects

 Each unit will conclude with a Unit Test
 Chapter note quizzes will be given for note taking assignments
 Extra credit of up to 20 points will be given before an exam. This will include review questions and 

practice FRQ’s. Extra credit will ONLY be given if it is turned in BEFORE the exam.
 All review questions must be answered and presented to the instructor on the day requested.
 Each AP student will keep a PING journal. Each PING assignment is worth a formative grade. At the 

end of each unit the grade for that PING unit will be added up and averaged as a test grade. THIS WILL 
BE THE BEST WAY TO MAINTAIN A PASSING GRADE!!!!

Notebook
Each student is responsible for maintaining a notebook solely for this class. You will need a folder or binder to 
keep handouts and returned assignments.

Retakes
Students may attend tutorials within a week to retake quizzes for a maximum of a 70. You may retake tests in 
an FRQ format for a maximum of a 70

Late Work
1. Definition: Late work is any work that is not ready to be turned in when it is collected on the due date.
2. Clarification of Definition: Rapidly finishing an assignment while it is being collected is considered 

late. Having an assignment on a USB Flash Drive, email, in your computer or in any other form than 
printed and ready to turn in is considered late.

3. Clarification of the Clarification of Definition: “I need to go print this out” is considered late.
Bathroom policy:

You will receive a bathroom pass with 5 chances to use the bathroom or get a drink of water. You will 
receive extra credit for the chances you have not used at the end of the semester.

Late Work Policy
Any work turned in after I have collected the assignments school will be a 15 point deduction 
for 5 school days (even if you don’t have class that day). After that there is a 30 point deduction.

Remind
You will be given a remind account to sign up for. I will use it to send reminders and updates about 

assignments. 

Absences:
You will have one week to turn in work you missed due to absence. It is YOUR responsibility to find out what 
you are missing and to get a copy. I will not follow you around trying to find out if you got your work. You 
must also get notes and find out what you missed from a friend. 
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Rules & Policies:
1. No unauthorized Cell Phones. 
2. NO earbuds should be worn at any time unless instructed to use them.
3. Cheating and Plagiarism…

a. Will result in a 0 for all parties involved.
b. Will result in a phone call to parents
c. Will result in detention or ISS

4. Stay seated until dismissed. 
a. No packing up and standing at the door before class is dismissed.
b. The teacher dismisses you, not the clock!

5. Testing rules:
a. Use the restroom before a test. You will not be allowed to leave your desk until your test is 

finished.
b. No cell phones during a test.
c. When you are finished with a test AND your test material has been taken up you may read a 

book or work on another assignment as long as you do not use your laptop until all students are 
finished.

6. Don’t mess with the blinds

Instructor reserves the right to change the order of the units presented without prior 
warning.


